Enrolling in a Medicare drug plan (Part D) through Medicare.gov is a straightforward process, and the website's Plan Finder tool is designed to help you compare options. Here's a step-by-step guide:
Before You Start: What You'll Need
· Your Medicare Card: This has your Medicare Number and the start dates for your Part A (Hospital Insurance) and/or Part B (Medical Insurance). You need either Part A or Part B to join a stand-alone Medicare drug plan.
· A List of Your Medications: Include the drug name, dosage, quantity, and how often you take it. This is crucial for getting accurate cost estimates.
· Your Preferred Pharmacies: You can enter up to five pharmacies to compare costs.
· Your Zip Code: This helps the Plan Finder narrow down plans available in your service area.
· An understanding of when you can enroll: 
· Initial Enrollment Period (IEP): When you first become eligible for Medicare (usually around your 65th birthday or after 24 months of disability benefits). This 7-month period includes the 3 months before your birthday month, your birthday month, and the 3 months after.
· Annual Enrollment Period (AEP): October 15 to December 7 each year, with coverage starting January 1 of the following year. This is when most people can join, switch, or drop a Medicare drug plan.
· Special Enrollment Periods (SEPs): If you have certain life events (e.g., moving, losing other creditable drug coverage, qualifying for Extra Help).
Step-by-Step Guide to Searching and Enrolling on Medicare.gov
1. Go to Medicare.gov:
· Open your web browser and navigate to www.medicare.gov.
2. Access the Plan Finder:
· On the Medicare.gov homepage, look for a prominent link or section related to "Find Health & Drug Plans" or "Plan Finder." Click on it.
· You may have the option to "Log in/Create Account" or "Continue without logging in." 
· Logging in is highly recommended. If you create an account, your drug list and other information can be saved for future use, making it easier to compare plans each year.
· If you choose to continue without logging in, you'll need to re-enter your information each time.
3. Enter Your Location Information:
· The Plan Finder will first ask for your zip code. Enter it accurately.
· You may also be asked to confirm your county.
4. Answer a Few Quick Questions:
· You'll be asked about the type of coverage you're looking for "Prescription Drug Plans with Original Medicare
· Indicate whether you want to include drug costs in your comparison. It's highly recommended to select "yes" to get the most accurate cost estimates.
· You'll be asked how you normally fill your prescriptions (e.g., retail, mail order, or both). Choosing "both" often gives you more options.
5. Add Your Prescription Drugs:
· This is a critical step for personalized results. Start typing the name of each prescription drug you take.
· As you type, a list of drugs may appear. Select the correct drug name.
· Enter the dosage, quantity, and frequency for each drug.
· If a lower-cost generic version is available, the tool may prompt you to choose it.
· Continue adding all your prescription medications.
· Once you've added all your drugs, click "Done Adding Drugs" or a similar button.
6. Select Your Pharmacies:
· The Plan Finder will show a list of pharmacies near your zip code. You can search for specific pharmacies or select from the list.
· You can typically add up to five preferred pharmacies. If you use mail-order pharmacies, be sure to check that option.
· Click "Done" or "Continue to Plan Results."
7. Review and Refine Plan Results:
· The Plan Finder will display a list of available plans in your area, ranked by estimated annual cost.
· You can sort and filter the results based on various criteria . You want:  lowest total out-of-pocket costs).
· Compare Plans: Select up to three plans by checking the boxes next to them and then click "Compare Plans." This will give you a side-by-side view of: 
· Overview: Premiums, deductibles, and general plan information.
· Drug Costs & Coverage: This is where you'll see a detailed breakdown of your estimated out-of-pocket costs for each of your medications under each plan, including deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance. Pay close attention to the formulary (list of covered drugs) and whether your drugs are covered.
· Star Ratings: Medicare's quality ratings for plans (1-5 stars, with 5 being excellent).
8. Enroll in a Plan:
· Once you've thoroughly compared plans and found one that best suits your needs and budget, you have a few enrollment options: 
· Enroll Online (Recommended): Click the "Enroll" button directly from the Plan Finder on Medicare.gov. This will typically take you to the plan's secure enrollment portal or allow you to complete the enrollment directly through Medicare.gov. Follow the on-screen instructions, providing your Medicare information, personal details, and how you want to pay your premiums.
· Contact the Plan Directly: You can call the plan's phone number provided on Medicare.gov or visit their website to enroll.
· Call 1-800-MEDICARE: You can call 1-800-MEDICARE and a representative can help you enroll over the phone.
Important Considerations:
· Creditable Coverage: If you have other drug coverage (e.g., through an employer or union), check if it's "creditable coverage." This means it's as good as or better than Medicare's standard prescription drug coverage. If it is, you might not need to enroll in a Part D plan immediately, helping you avoid a late enrollment penalty. However, be sure to confirm this with your current plan provider.
· Late Enrollment Penalty: If you don't enroll in a Part D plan when you're first eligible and don't have creditable drug coverage for 63 days or more, you may have to pay a permanent late enrollment penalty.
· "Extra Help": If you have limited income and resources, you may qualify for Medicare's "Extra Help" program, which helps lower your drug costs. You can apply for Extra Help through Social Security or find more information on Medicare.gov.
· Annual Review: It's a good idea to re-evaluate your drug plan every year during the Annual Enrollment Period (October 15 - December 7) as plan costs and formularies can change.

Video on how to enroll for a drug plan on Medicare.gov:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oks72BPN_MM
